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peril. But should domestic tyranny oppress us, or the
invader's step pollute our soil, still may the Gray Cham-
pion come, for he is the type of New England's heredi-
tary spirit; and his shadowy march, on the eve of
danger, must ever be the pledge, that New England's
sons will vindicate their ancestry.
1835                                                 Twice-Told Tales

Roger Malvins Burial

ONE O F the few incidents of Indian warfare
naturally susceptible of the moonlight of romance
was that expedition undertaken for the defence of the
frontiers in the year 1725, which resulted in the well-
remembered "Lovell's Fight." Imagination, by casting
certain circumstances judicially into the shade, may see
much to admire in the heroism of a little band who
gave battle to twice their number in the heart of the
enemy's country. The open bravery displayed by both
parties was in accordance with civilized ideas of valor;
and chivalry itself might not blush to record the deeds
of one or two individuals. The battle, though so fatal to
those who fought, was not unfortunate in its conse-
quences to the country; for it broke the strength of a
tribe and conduced to the peace which subsisted dur-
ing several ensuing years. History and tradition are un-
usually minute in their memorials of this affair; and the
captain of a scouting party of frontier men has acquired
as actual a military renown as many a victorious leader
of thousands. Some of the incidents contained in the
following pages will be recognized, notwithstanding
the substitution of fictitious names, by such as have
heard, from old men's lips, the fate of the few com-